
Managed by: 

  

8501 N. MoPac Expressway, Suite 420 • Austin, TX 78759 
512-279-3910 • FAX 512-279-3911 www.texashealthinstitute.org  

 

 
The Partnership for a Healthy Texas 

 

And Methodist Healthcare Ministries 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

presents 

 
OBESITY HEALTH POLICY FORUM 

Tuesday, December 2, 2008 
2PM – 4:30PM 

 
 

Texas Capitol Extension Auditorium 
Austin, Texas 

 

Objectives 
 
 

• Increase awareness about the impact of obesity on Texas business  

• Present the latest FitnessGram data from Texas Education Agency  

• Share a preview of forthcoming projections of obesity prevalence in 
Texas through 2040  

• Provide an update of the new Robert Wood Johnson Foundation-funded 
research project on Safe Routes to School and WIC  

• Host a discussion about policy recommendations 
 

Agenda 
 
 

1. Business Impact of Obesity  
• Susan Combs, Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts  

 

2. Obesity Projections  
• Karl Eschbach, Ph.D., Texas State Demographer 

• Vince Fonseca, M.D., M.P.H, Texas State Epidemiologist  
 

3. FitnessGram and Public Education Information Management 
System (PEIMS) 

• Jeff Kloster, Associate Commissioner, Health and Safety, Texas 
Education Agency 

 

4. The Texas Childhood Obesity Prevention Policy Evaluation 
Project (T-COPPE)  

• Deanna M. Hoelscher, PhD, RD, LD, CNS, T-COPPE Co-PI  
Director, Michael & Susan Dell Center for Advancement of Healthy 
Living and Professor, University of Texas School of Public Health Austin 
Regional Campus;  

• Marcia Ory, PhD, MPH, T-COPPE Co-PI  
Regent Professor, Department of Social and Behavioral Health, Texas 
A&M Health Science Center School of Rural Public Health and Director, 
Active for Life® National Program Office 

 

5. Priorities for session 
 

6. Discussion 

AARP 

American Cancer Society 

American Diabetes Association 

American Heart Association 

Center for Public Policy Priorities 

Children at Risk 

Children’s Hospital Association of Texas 

Children’s Medical Center Dallas 

The Cooper Institute 

East Texas AHEC 

Harris County Public Health and Environmental 

Services 

Methodist Healthcare Ministries of South Texas 

National Federation of Independent Business 

National Wildlife Federation 

Scott and White Memorial Hospital, Temple 

Secondary and Elementary Administrators for Health, 

   Physical Education, Recreation and Dance 

Sustainable Food Center 

Texas A&M School of Rural Public Health 

Texas Action for Healthy Kids  

Texas Association for Health, Physical Education,  

   Recreation and Dance 

Texas Association of Health Plans 

Texas Association of Local Health Officials 

Texas Association for School Nutrition 

Texas Association of School Boards 

Texas Bicycle Coalition 

Texans Care for Children 

Texas Diabetes Program/Council 

Texas Dietetic Association 

Texas Health Institute 

Texas Medical Association 

Texas Oral Health Coalition 

Texas Orthopaedic Association 

Texas Pediatric Society 

Texas PTA 

Texas School Health Association 

Texas School Nurses Organization 

Trans Texas Alliance 

University Interscholastic League 

University of North Texas Health Science Center 

University of Texas at Austin 

Youth Interactive 

 

Advisors: 

Comptroller of Public Accounts 

Senate Committee on Health & Human Services 

Texas AgriLife Extension Service, TAMUS 

Texas Department of Agriculture 

Texas Department of State Health Services 

Texas Department of Transportation 

Texas Education Agency 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 

University of Texas School of Public Health 

USDA Food and Nutrition Service 

 

 


